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“PART V

 CROPS .

Major CrOps o

Adanms County agrlculture is. becoming more divérsified as more land is put
under- irrigation: - However,” whedt .and otner small grains, grown mostly in dryland
areas, continue’ to be the major crops.~~The county ranked first in the state for
harvested acreage of spring wheat and rye in 1959 and was third in winter wheat and
barley. Wheat acreage has fluctuated since then, vartly because of control progranms,
Interest in barley and rye has decreased in the last few years,

Lands brought under 1rr1gation by the Columbia Basin- Pro;ect have undergone
great changes with respect to crops grown. Some newly introduced crops have
attained major 1mportance and acreage and productlon of some existing crops have
increased, . ' ;

Alfalfa hay, third in acreage, is grown mostly on 1rr1rated 1and. Acreage
and production have climbed steadlly since large-scale irrigation bepan. .Dry peas
and dry beaps, now major erops,-are newcomers made possible by 1rr1gatlon. The
county was second statewide in dry bean acreagelin 1959 and was fifth in dry peas,
Potatoes are.another 1nmortant jrrigated crop where harvested acreags has grown
steadily in’the last 15" years, Adams ranked third among all Washangton counties in
potato acreage in 1959, . |

Another cxop beconing more important: on Columbla Basin Project 1ands” is sugar
beets, for which Adams County ranked sixth statewide in 1959 -.Aoreagé has increased
consmderably s:nce then. Other croos now importent on irrigated land are field corn

Small Gralns

- The 1959 small prain harvest, con31st1ng of 36b 30& acres of whoat, barley,
rye, and oats, accounted for 91 vercent of the counuy*s total harvested cropland.
Ninety-eight percent of the harvested grain acreage was nonirrigated at that time
but tiils has changed substantially.

Wheat

Wheat has been the most important crop in Adams County since pioneer days.
The 1959 harvested acreage accounted for 6L percent of the county's %otal harvested
cropland, The overall trend in wheat acreage has been downward in the past 15 years
because of control programs and the switch to other crops in irrigated areas,
The largest harvested acreage in recent years was the LOL,000 acres cut in 1952,
The year 1962 was lowest with 235,400, Acreage since then has been somewhat
above this level., ¥New varieties have increased yield in the past few years. Large
dryland farms throughout the central three~fourths or so of the county produce most
of the wheat,

Fall sown wheat has been preferred over spring wheat to take advantage of
winter moisture and protective snow cover. Fields are left idle for a year (summer
fallow) for maximum moisture retention and fall soil moisture is generally



.

Crop and Livestock Reporting Service Bullelin

31

Winter wheat

Barley

Spring wheat

Rye

Alfalfa

Dry pess

Sugar beets

Cata

Potatoas

Dry beans

Small grain hay

¥Wild hay
Vegotablas
‘ i | ‘o ' | 1 } i
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
Thousands of Acres
Source: Statlsical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A., except small grain

hay and wild hay which are from 1959 Census of Agriculiure.

Figure 9. Acres Harvested for Major Crops in Adams County, 1962,



i Adams County, Washington

Winter wheat

Barley

Spring wheat

Rye
| Dry beans
Alfalfs
Oats 296 - 3,940
Potatoes D 2,904 - 2,964
Fleld Corn D 2,664 = 2,769 Irrigated
Dry peas D 2,236 -~ 2,571 Egztggigit:‘i}ta;

1 130 - 1,664

Small grain hay

Wild hay I_l 1,600 - 1,635

Sugar beetn H 1,236 = 1,236
[ i 1 l L] t t t ¢
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Thousands of Aoraas
Source: U.S. Census of Agriculture, 1959. (Totals may differ slightly
from those in tables derived from Statistical Reporting Service
data,) '

Figure 10. ' Total Acres Harvested and Portion Irrigated for Major Crops,
Adems County, 1959.
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Table 17, Wheat and Barley: Acreage, Yield and Production,
Adams County, 1949-196L

IR All theat Barley
Year | D Yield , Yield |

‘Acreage: (bushels | Production ! Acreage; {tons | Production

! -per acre) !  (bushels)! (acres) ! per acre) (tons)
1949 ! 380,000 ! 21,9 : 8,310,000 530 18,5 9,800
1950 | 375,000 22,2 8,327,400 | 1L,300| 30.0 129,000
1951 ; 100,000 16.7 | 7,892,000 | 1,000| 30.0 30,000
1952 | Lok,000 ! 23,7 9,581,000 300  33.0 9,900
1953 397,400 22,8 | 9,071,600 1,800 3%.0 6,800
195, 310,000 1 27,1 | 8,407,000 | 67,000 29.5 1,976,0C0
1955 277,800 2h.G6 16,825,000 i 90,000; 19.0 1,710,000
1956 | 286,000, 22,1 6,326,500 | 67,900! 26,6 1,808,800

!

1957 1288,0001 311 8,956,050 | 59,600| 33.0 | 1,96l,L00
{
i

1958 | 275,600} 30.2  } 8,314,500 | 75,3001 2L, ! 1,835,700
1959 {270,800 3L.,0 , 9,194,500 | B80,000| 3L.7 | 2,777,500
1960 259,000 1 31,5 18,161,000 | 30,700| 32,6 2,630,800
1961 267,600 2L,2 6,472,200 | 80,000| 33,1 3,050,C00
1962 | 235,400  35.9 8,419,900 | 77,000 L5.5 3, 507,000

1963 1269,200] 33,5 9,009,600 | T7L,000! 29,5 i 2,181,600
196034 282,600 30,5 8,719,200 | 60,000| 35,5 2,130,000

1/ Preliminary estimate.

Source: Statistical deporting Service, U,S.D.A.

sufficient for germination, Usually there is enourh snow to srotect young plants
from extreme cold, Fields that show poor germination or fail to survive the winter
in good condition are ;enerally reseeded wholly or in patches to spring wheat.,
Under dry soil conditions in the fall, planting is scuetimes left until spring.
Spring wheat acreage in any given year is strongly related to winter losses of
winter wheat.

Adams County growers have experimented with many varieties of wheat, Common
white wheat, ideal for pastry, is most popular, Gaines, Burt, Marfed, and Omar are
the most popular common uhite and white club varieties, accounting for 93 percent of
total wheat production in 1964k, Research and experimentation in selection of
varieties has involved close cooperation between federal, state, and private agencies

Barley is the second most important grain crop. The distribution pattern
largely follows that of wheat., Cash-grain farmers, when their wheat acreage is
limited under wheat alloiment a;reements, often follow swmier fallow with barley,
tany farmers have turned o barley to f£ill out their prozrams, to keep fields free
of weeds, or to enrich the soil. Barley also has been a crop often used on newly
irrigated farms. Acreage recently has been less than the 90,000 acres harvested
in 1955, although vproduction has been higher due to increassed yields.

Rye, another crop often planted on nonirrigated land, is commonly used as
cover to prevent wind erosion. VWhen planted for this purpose it often serves as
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Table 18, Winter Vheat and Spring Wheat, Adams County, 1949-196L

Winter lheat | Spring Wheat

Year {Harvested) Yield Productioni Harvested| Yield Production

acres (bushels | (bushels) acres (bushels (bushels)

: per acre) : per acres)

1949 | 385,000 25,5 - 9,817,000 30,000 14.5 L,35,000
1950 | 329,0C0 3L.5 11,350,500] 27,000 21,0 567,000
1951 | 373,000 30,0 i 11,190,000f 36,000 17.0 | 612,000
1952 | 389,000 28.0 10,892,200 23,000 19.0 437,000
1953 1 295,400 35.5 1 10,h86,700| 186,400 21.5 14,007,600
1954 ¢ 280,000 4.0 | 9,520,000} 59,000 2545 1,50L,500
1955 | 272,000 30.0 8,160,000 . 9,600 12,5 120,000
1956 | 168,300 28.0 b, 712,400 ( 103,000 2540 2,575,000
1957 | 247,300 L, 0 10,881,200 56,100 31.5 1,767,150
1958 | 266,800 42,0 11,205,600 16,600 25,0 415,000
1959 | 242,600 38.0 9,218,800, 63,000 30.5 1,921,500
1960 | 250,000 32,0 8,000,000 5,000 32,0 160,000
1961 | 270,500 33,0 8,926, 500 8,300 * 30,0 .2L9,000
1962 | 186,200 35,5 6,796,300 49,200 33.0 1,623,600
1963 | 260,600 33.5 8,730,100 8,600 32,5 279,500
19641/ 228,600 32,0 7,315,200, 5kL,000 26.0 1, 4Ok, 000

1/ Preliminary estimate,

Source: Statistical Reporting Servize, U,3,D,A,

sasture and then is plowed under as a grz:n menure crop. Hye once was used for
livestock feed ¢n the fari where grown but today most of it is sold. Harvested
acreage has gone from 160 acres in 1949 to a high of 43,000 acres in 1957, then
to 16,600 acres in 1952, -

A minor grein crop used largely for livestock feed on the farm where grown
-5 cats. This grain is comionly fed directly, ground with corn for young animals,
or fed to cattle as part of a ration. Oats often alternate with wheat and barley
in crop rotations on some farus. Although oats are best suited to cool, moist
cegions; most of Adams County's acreage is in dryland wheat areas, Yield is often
?educedizy hot, dry swmmer weather. Acres harvested has varied from 260 to 8,800
3ince 1949, :

fay Crops -

Alfalfa is well adapied to the irrigated fields of Adams County. This crop
needs sunshine, warmth, and large amounts of water for maximum yields, yet is
tolerant of drought and heat, Acreage has steadily increased since irrigation
Jegan in the early 1950's, reaching 11,800 harvested acres in 1962, Yields have
averaged over 5 tons per acre in good years, Demand for hay with a high protein
;e8t has led to production of higher quality alfalfa. Processing alfalfa as meal,
sellets, wafers, and mixed ration feeds is an expanding industry,



Classes and Varieties of Vheat Grown

Table 19,
o in Adams County, 1964.
Classes and varieties |- Production Percent of - A
of wheat (bushels) total crop
COMMION THTTE 5,577,300 6l.0
Gaines 2,757,200 31.6
Burd | 1, h18 500 1543
liarfed 1,289,500 11,6
Federation 11,100 0.1
Baart 73,900 0.0
Idaed 27,500 0,3
Brevor 700 Trace
Orfed 6,600 0.1
WHITE CLUB 2 821,000 32,3
Omar 2 60?,000 29.9
Elgin 179,200 2,0
. Elmar 34,800 0 h
HARD R.2D VVINTER 311,900 3.6
Turiery~-Rio 253,900 209
Ttana 29,CC0 ° 0.3
Colunbia 13,000 0.2
. Cheyenne 16 000 0.2
HARD RUD SPLING 6 200 0,1
Thatcher <6 200 01
DURULL 2 500 Trace
Wells &OO ‘Trace -
Sentry l,hOO Trace

Trace equals less than O.l1%
- Source:

Statistical Reporting Service, UeSeDehs

Table 20, Oats.and Rye: AcreageLAYleld cﬁncl Procuctlon, Adams County,

1949 -~ 1962. -

sy

Oats S Rye
Year |Harvested| Yield | Production Harvested . Vield Preduction
acres | {bushels., . (bushels)| acres | (bushels | (bushels)
‘ e ner acre) 3 e j per acre)
1949 | 260 21,0 . 55450 160 10.5 1,680
1950 3, 900 : 2890 109, 200 ) 700 ' 13.0 9, 100
1961, 600 - 32,0 _.19,200 750 11,1 8,300
1952 500 36,0 18 000 . 350 7.6 2 650
. 1953 680 35,0 23,800 - 800 2.5 7,600
1954 ¢+ 1,400 32,0 | 140,700 7,400 1L,0 . | 103,600
1955 + 8,800 21,0 "18&,800 8,200 . 1o.0 82,000
1956 { 3,500 16,0 161,000 . | 15,900 10,57 '166,950
1957 | L8500 51,0 229,500 143,000 19,0 817,000
1958 | 3,500 31.5 110, 200 35,000 19.0 665,000
. 1959, 4,100 | 7,5 191,800 29,100 19,0 558,600
19601 3,200 i 5110 172,800 28 500 18.0 . 513,000 :
1961, 2,800 .| L2,0. 117,600 29 000 22,0 638,000 -
1962 | 4,700 . 56,0 ”263,200 . 16 600 . 18,0 |- 298 800
Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U,S.D.A. -
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Table 21, -Alfalfa Hay and Clover-Timothy Hay Acreage, Yield
and Production, Adams County, 1951-1962.

Alfalfa Hay : g Clover and Timothy Hay

Year | Harvested Yield Productlon Harvested Yield ;| Production
acres | (%ons (tons) acres (tons | {tons)

per acre)! . : per acre);
1951 550 3.3 1,800 20 2,0 f Lo
1952 600 1,0 2, 2100 30 L7 50
1953 880 lie5 h,ooo Lo 2.0 80
195k { 1,5L0 Lo 1 6,100 50 1.8 90
1955 1,940 3.ht 6,700 50 1.0 50
1956 3,200 b0 | 12,800 60 1.0 60
1957 1,500 * Salt 2l;5300 50 2.2 110
1958 7,000 ' 5.0 35,000 Lo 2,0 80
1959 8,400 ° he5 | 37,800 Lo 2.0 80
1960 8,100 - 16 37,500 Lo 2.0 80
1961 11,hoo 3ol " 38,300 50 248 140
1962 11,600 L5 | 52,700 50 2.1 120

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S5.D.A.

- -~

Interest in CU.L'DJ.H'" smau. gI‘alI’I for nay has declined since 1919 when Jey 23U

acres were harvested, Wild hay cut has remained between 1,500 and 2,500 acres
since 1929, Sllage crons have gained som: porularity in recent years with the
increase in irrigation and livesiock fsengj aeerasioius.  Clover and timothy hay
ig a2 minor crop in Adawms County. -

Table 22, Hay Crops-other‘than &1fa1fa and Clover-Timothy:

Acres Lervested and Production in Adams County, 1919-1959,

Small grains |- - {. Silage from grass,

cut for hay Wild hay hay, or small grains! Other hay
Year: Acres ! Prod, Acres| Prod, | Acres i Prod, ‘| Acres | Prod.
: 1 (tons) ' (tons)i (tons) 1 (tons)
1919 | 32,2301 23,573 | 3711 509 | mma - 89k | 520
19291 15,895] 12,355 | 2,350| 2,705 | No data | No data 31 32
19391 5,6l1 6,705 | 1,498! 1,926 | =em — 2,217 | 3,562
1945 1. 3,0731 1,8L6 | 2,035} 2,280 | u-m ——— 82 76
195h 1. 3,534 3,860 | 2,212] 2,471 112 L60 248 141,
1959 | 1,664} 2, 621 1,635] 2,530 287 2,532 150 | 170

Source: U.S. Census of Agriculture.

Dry_Beans and Péas

PR . LS. |

Washington®s dry field and seed bean production is largely confined %o
irrigated fields in Adams, Grant and Franklin Counties which are in the Columbia
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Basin Project., Dry beans are popular on newxy irvigated lend in central Washinghen
as they do well and provide a quick cash income, Harvested acreage in Adams County
went from 3,h91 acres in 1954 to 13,025 in 1959 and has declined since. Beans do
well for about three years--the land then is planted to other crops for a few years
before being returned to beans, Reduction in overseas outleis also has been respon-
sible for reduced ccreage since the 1959 peak. Dry beans are used mostly as human
food. Red lexicen--linown as "small reds" in the trade-~is the most important
variety, accounting for about half the 1963 acreage. Others are Pinto, Great Northe
ern, Small Flat Vhite, and Pink,

Dry field and seed peas have spread from the primary Urowing areas in eastern
Washin gtOﬂ'b UI'T.LB.'I'IQ wheat Teglon to the Coluwmbia Basin with whe com:l.ng of lI‘I‘lga-
tion. Peas restore nitrogen and act as a green manure and cover crop as well as
pro v1ding a cash incoiies The number of harvested acres went Irom 2,371 in 1959 to
8,400 in 1962, then dropned to an estimated 3,000 in 1963, HMost of the crop growm
+1n

3 T DS s mm ] an o

4 o TR, <
in the Columbia Basin is used for seed,

Table 23, Dry Peas and Dry Beans: Acreage, Yield, and Production
in Acams County, 19L4-1963.

Dry Peas Dry Beans
Harvested| Yield Productioni Harvested| Yield iProduction
Tear Acres | (pounds (o0 ! Acres |(pounds {000
: per-acre}l pounds) per acre) pounds)
: P
194y 200 1,085 - 217 0 ; 0 o)
1949 0 0 o @ 0 0
1954 0 0 3,490 | 1,762 6,150
1985 | 2,5m | 2,85 | 6,709 13,025 | 1,807 | 23,541
1960 3,000 3,900 11,?00 t 10,000 2,000 20,000
1961 6,600 2,470 16,302 11,200 2,030 “ 4526
1962 8,400 3,130 26,292 3,500 1,910 6,790
1963 /i 3,800 2,790 10,585 1,700 | 1,912- 3,250

Source: U.S. Census of Agriculture through 1959,
Statistical Reporting.Service, U.S5.D.A,., for 1960-1963.

Sugar Beets

Requirements ol & long, warm growing season, fertile soil, and plentlful
water meke sugar beels an ideal crop for the counby's new irrigation areas. Besides
its importance for sugar, the sugar beet is a valuable rotation crop and the tops
furnish livestock feed, Harvested acreage has increased steadily, from LO acres

in 1954 to 9,000 in 1963. Recent elimination of acreage controls by the U.S, De-

'na'l"'f'[npni' of Agriculture helned inerease the amount of land put into suger beet

e SLEA amlvhue ¥ A T L7 il DR Thiv Wb W Wik AUV DURECL, WOT UV
production. A refinery at Moses Lake (Grant County) provides a nearby market.
tost of the sugar is shlpped outside the state.
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_Table 2k, ‘Suger Beets: Acreage, Yield '
. " end Producuion, Adains County, 19&9-1963

. . . _Sugar Beets a
: Year. Harvested  Yield: (tons Production .
= acres - |per acre) | 7 . {touns)
1949 - - -
el b o 195L - WO 38,0 . 720
, . 100 a mal. na.” no a7
L T LA gV g cled, iyt
1961 - 1 7,600 | 25,8 - - 196,000 -
19620 7,800Hr'gv 26,1 203,2C0
1047 o nnn 97 9 a2, 2 BOO
Poas 7y [ alg Vi
g o Souree:- U.S, Census-of Agriculture thwoush 1959,

“Statistical-Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.,
for 1960-1963

Potatoes

"Potato acreage has grown stéadily’ in Adams County, from 70 acres:in 19L9 to

late sumiier or..fall. The;1ate~summenw¢ﬁb§3is-maxkeued‘1Qmecwatel o - Most--Fall

potatoes go inbo storage for winter marketing. Russet is une most oopular varietyew ”
others 1nclude the rovnd ;eé and vuite roue. :
“:Table-ZS' Potatoes Acreage, Tield and Productlon, fj
T Adams County, 15 u9-1963 o
S AR Potatoes
Year [Harvested Yleld (tons Produstion
- aecres., . ,par acre): | (tons)
S T B (VN RN
1950 50 7.0 350 L
1951 150 11,0 1,650 R
1952 | 200 11.0 24200
RIS °C% B R0 [E R V-8 O;”f- 3,000__
Co95k F 3501 16,3 vl fsqo00 T
ovoagss e 1o Foasar Gl ase00n ot T e T i
e {#”‘:g‘{‘l956' T hy500 T 2R “f 56 000 L s
R (-1 O B T S S I S IS U I
o b 1968 3,0001 fj"llu O 1 50, LOO.lf““"
11659 A 1,130 71 18 ) hrage0 L
1960 3,800 S L0 83,2707
1961 | L,500 17.0 76,500
1962 11,200 15.5 65,300
1963 55990 16.9 101,500
96/ 5,910 16.6 93,000

1/ Freliminary estimate,
Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.
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Field Corn '

A few years ago most.of the field corn crop was harvested for grain and used
principally in poultry fezds, egp mash, and livestock feed, County farmers in
recent years have been cutting sizable portions of the ¢ron for silage. Acres
harvested for grain increased steadily from 10 in 19L9 to 2,000 in 1959, then
decreased as silage accounted for more of the crop, Washington is a corn deficit
area and imports a substantial amount each year frowm midwestern states to meet feed
requirements, ‘

Table 2L, Field Corn: Acreage, Yield ahd Production,
Adams County, 1949~196k.

Acres Planted Harvested for Grain
Year for all Acres Tield Proauction
Purposes 4 (Bu, per acre) | (bushels) .

1949 | Ho data 10 | 11,0 140
1950 o data 10 30.0 300
1951 o data 10 15.0 150
1952 No data 60 22,2 1,330
1953 No data 160 21.9 3,500
1954 870 670 59.0 39,540
1955 670 410 82,0 33,620
1956 700 500 70.0 35,000

- 1957 | 1,300 7h0 | 72.0 53,230

© 1958 2,000 1,3C0 , 76.0 28,800
1959 3,600 2,800 | 93,0 260, 1,00
1960 1,000 [ 0,200 0540 195, 500
1961 1, 700 1,000 | 9540 9t,000
1962 1,400 500 | 90,0 115,000
1963 | 2,400 {600 i 90,5 1 54,300
196l ;/J 2,400 900 ! 100.0 | 90,000

)

1/ Preliminary estimates
Source: Statistical-Reporting Service, .U.3.D.A,

Mint

Peppermint and spearmint grown for mint oil have becone a lucrative specialty
crop in the county'!s irrigated areas. lint is harvested siiilarly to hay, allowed
to sun cure, and treated in "mint stills" to extract oil fro. the leaves, Much of
the oil is used as flavoring in chewing gum and toothpaste., Other markets are
candy, ice cream, and extract companies, pharmaceutical houses, and jelly and jam
processors.

Recently there has been some shift in mint production from the principal area
in the Yakima Valley to newly irrigated fields in the Columbia Basin, Mint will
probably continue to gain in importance on these new fields. Peppermint acreage
in Adams County has grown steadily since its introduction in 1959, reaching an
estimated 1,830 acres in 196k, Spearmint has also increased alihough acreage is
less than peppermint, T - : -
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Table 25, 1Iiint for 0il: Peppermint and Spearmint,
Adams County, 1958-196l,

Peppermint - ' "~ Spearmint
; RN ' '
Year ngvestedi(ggzigé ?Produptiop;ﬁafvésted %;gigds | Production
| Acreage| jir acrs) (pounds) iAcreage per acre): (pounds) -
1958 o, O 0 0 0 0
1959 260 .i 70,0 18,200. ::,30 1 70,0 f 2,100
1960 300 70,0 | 21,000 50 . 18,0 ‘ 2,400
1961 k5o | 80,0 | 36,000 .50 | .84.0 1 b,e00
1962 8co | . 60,00 ue 000 {77700 ] 7100,0°° ¢ 7,000
1963 | 1,300 | 76,9 1oo,eeo-h‘ zuo 83.3 | 20,000
196} 1/ 1,830 | 76.5 -,: 10,000 | 530 | 79,2 42,000

h¥4 Preliminar& estimate. ,
Source: Statistical.Reporting Service, U.S.D.A.

Tegetables

County vegetable growers have beneflted by proximity to proce881ny facilities
in Othello and ir neighboring counties, Al*mouoh stmll a relatively minor part of
Adams County'!s agriculture, acreage has bees increasing, The 196l harvest, from
1,410 acres, consisted of the following majo: vegetabies: sweet corn {730 acres),
green peas for processing (380 acr:=s), rux«ury onions (300 acres). Small quantities
of watermelons ard asparagus have been grown in years past bui no commercial acreage
was reporied in 196&. Vegetable acreage +Jplcally reflects processor ‘demand and
fluctuates from year to year,

Table 26, Acreage and Production of A1l Vegetables, Sweet Corn,
and Green Peas for Processing in Adaus County; 1956-196l.

A1} Vegetables 1/ Sweet Corn Green Peas for Proc,

Cro ,
Yeaf Harvested!Production! Harvested| Production| Harvested| Production
_ acres - | (tons) -acres (tons) | acres | (tons)
1956 . 80 375 8o | . 375 0 - 0
1957 130 1,200 | 130 ,' 1,200_: 0 .0
1958  § . 2ho 3,000 100 | 800.. 0 0
1959 220 3,230 | 10 8o 0 0.
1960 340 4,510 30 150 0 0
1961 360 4,230 00 | . koo 0 -0
1962 910 9,020 - [ 500 .. | 5,300 - 200 300
‘1963 1,420 8, ,450 5500 | 2,800 630. - 800
1962/ | 1,110 11,2).;0= 730 ‘,fh;loo - 380 . 6o

_/ Inoludea the follow1ng vegetables. sweet corn, green peas for processing,. dry
onions, watermelons, and asparagus. ./ Preliminary estimates

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.3.D.A.

it
'
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Table 27. Acreage and Production of Dry Onions, 'latermelons, and
Asparagus in Adams County, 1956-196l.

Dry Onions Watermelons i Asparaﬁus
g::i Harvested {Production|Harvested Production Harvested Production

acres (tons) acres |. (tons) . acres (tons)
1956 0 0 0 0 0 0
1957 0 0 0 0 0 0
1958 140 2,200 0 0 0 0
1959 160 2,880 30 21,0 20 30
1960 260 : b 150 30 180 20 30
1961 200 ;,hOO L0 300 20 30
1962 150 3,150 140 240 20 30
1963 200 h,hEO Lo 4,00 0 0
196) 300 6,500 0 0 0 0

Source: Statistical Reporting Service, U.S,D.A,

Other CroEs

Interest in tree fruit production has declined greatly since the early 1900!s.

By 195 orchards covered only 2 acres. Subsequent planting of apple trees brought

v orchards to Sk acres in 1959, Fruit production that year amounted to only 1,421
bushels of apples and small quantltleu of oeaches, cherries, and grapes. Berry
production is also miior, amounting to 1,950 pounds of sirawberries and 2, 028 pounds
of raspberries in 1959, A

Table 28, Number of Fruit Trees or Vines of Bearing Age, Adams County,;:

1900-1959

i Year Apples | Pears | Peaches|Cherries | Plums & Prunes Apricots Grapes

| 1900 23,88l | 2,52} | 1,220 | 2,398 L, 051 671 |no data
1910 28,873 5,199 1,483 | 3,597 5,123 1,285 {mo data
1920 16,512 { 1,618 5b9 | 1,019 919 96 99
1930 97| 197 39 85 109 | ho | 227

| 1940 L5 9 35 9 17 69 | no data
1950 100 13 bl 1. 30 6 L7 10
1954 1/ 10 3 7 2 1 3 6

| 19591/ | 2,582 &1 L0 83 |-, 13 12 |18

- ;/ Data from farms having less than 20 trees or vines not inoluded.

Source: U,S, Census of Agriculture.

' Growing hay and grass crops for seed now provides some Adams County irrigation
farmers with a suoplementary cash income., Acreages vary from year to year. Pro-
duction and acreage in 1959 consisted of lhh,250 pounds of alfalfa seed from 239

fBnraa 2 LEenN nounds of wthentpama ansd Panrm ~ o R

all’'80, cydov PDOUNGS O1 WIEAUEIasSS Seed irom .LU{ acres, anc 2U,WO pouncts of red
clover seed from 4 acres.



